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Unit One

Competition and Cooperation

compelition and cooperation

Part One

- Text Study and Exercises

- Word Study
————
1. competition
n. 1)(~ between/among/for sb./sth.) a situation in which people or organizations try to be
more successful than other people or organizations a4+
e.g. There is fierce competition between banks.
BT Z A H AN a4
Competition among youths to enter the best colleges is intense.
RN B A e AR AR AL
2) an organized event in which people or teams compete against each other (5% )%
e.g. The competition will be held in Copenhagen next year.
HOBRRS 2 T W AR R A AR 25T T o
He entered a chess competition in the local newspaper and finished third. .21 T
HHAR AR I — GG TR, 24515 =
[#7/Z ] compete v. (~ with/for/against sb./sth.; ~ to do sth.) to try to win sth. by defeating
others who are trying to do the sames 5+, 35
e.g. She and her sister are always competing for attention.
Lt At AH AH SR Rk
competitive adj. of or involving competition FLFEHY, 55+ A
e.g. Competitive sports encourage children to work together as a team.
s RIE S SRl T e T AT G AR
2. cooperate
v. (~ with sb./~ in sth.; ~ to do sth.) to work or act together for a shared purpose & (1)1
e.g. They’ll get the job finished much more quickly if they all cooperate.
AT — A S A, AT 25 B PR S X I TA
The British cooperated with the French in designing the satellite.
JokafEROt NG DA .



Several countries cooperated to build the new plane.
JUAE Z AR B R AL,
[ 4 & ] cooperation . (~ between/with sb./sth.; in ~ with sb.) acting or working together
for a common purpose & (T)1F
e.g. A working group will be established to promote cooperation.
B AL — A TAR N LA S
cooperative adj. willing to cooperate; helpful & () )VERY
e.g. The management would like to thank the staff for being so cooperative.
PR SR A AR B T A
cooperatively adv. & (Fp)VEHL
3. verify
v. to check that sth. is true or accurate; confirm JF (4% )25 ; IERA
e.g. The prisoner’s statement was verified by several witnesses.
AR ED LAMIE A RIIESE .
Before the bank was willing to lend him money, it had to verify that he was the true
owner of the house.
BRA T LIRSt 2 X 8 - ELIE £, AR R 2Ath
[ #7 & ] verification n. {IF(#%)3Z, #fiIA
e.g. We need verification of your new address.
FA 5 EAL LR BT L
4. neglect
vt. 1) to give too little attention or care to B2, Z AW (W)
e.g. You've been neglecting your work.
PRX TAEAR BT AL
No country can afford to neglect the education of its young people.
AT [ A BE AR AR N HE
2) (~ to do/doing sth.) fail or forget to do sth. especially because of carelessness or
forgetfulness (FH T B2 ot 55 ) el (=)
e.g. Don’t neglect to lock the door /locking the door when you leave.
PRAEIT LSS T8 ]
n. (~ of sth.) failure to pay proper attention to sth. 2%, 5i ( Z )%
e.g. The tenants are complaining about the council’s neglect of their property.
RXLCAE AL T BUR 20 1 AT D B 4EAE Tn]
The house has fallen into a state of neglect.
X P 2 A T R IR o
[# &) neglectful adj. (be ~ of sth.) not looking after sth. properly, or not giving it enough
attention N{F E 11, B Z. 1)
e.g. She became more and more neglectful of her responsibilities.

IOk T 2 HASY
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5. bring... out
1) to make sth. easier to see, taste, notice, etc. f#i---- o, 5 H

e.g. The increased responsibility brought out her best qualities.
TN T, St B AL A LR
I want to bring out clearly all the issues that are involved.
FRALSC T I [n) R T 4E 2 1k
2) to present (a new product) to the public, introduce for sale & H GHrr= i) , #HE4S
e.g. They are bringing out a new model of the car next year.
B AR AT A FHE H S AT BB L 5
6. virtually
ady. almost, nearly SZFx |, 35 |
e.g. My book’s virtually finished; I've only a few last-minute changes to make to it.
I B 258, SR EiuR)s LA ES.
It’s virtually impossible to convince him to eat vegetables.
SRz B3 LT A Al RERY
[# & ] virtual adj.
1) very nearly a particular thing SZPr I, 52 I
e.g. Over the years they had become virtual strangers.
fEnd 2R U AL E 20 A A
2) created by computers or appearing on computers or the Internet FE 1Y)
e.g. a virtual community KL X
a virtual pet FE{LEY)
7. elementary
adj. 1) concerning the first and easiest part of a subject #JA 17, FEA [
e.g. They clearly failed to take even the most elementary precautions.
AR S A AT T 28 AT SR U BEAS () Bl YA
The six stages take students from elementary to advanced level.
XA BEREME 2 A MR T AR
2) simple or basic fi] LAY, 255 1Y
e.g. It’s interesting work, although quite a lot of it is elementary.
O — AR AR AR N A2 A B
[## ] elementary school . (3E[E [ )/NF
8. personnel
n. 1) the department in a company etc. that chooses people for jobs and deals with their
complaints, problems, etc. AZHK[]
e.g. The personnel department is organizing the training of the new members of staff.
NFFRT TR S U5 R DL 351
Please contact the personnel supervisor for benefit information.

A RARHTT R DU 5 N AR

-



2) the people who work in a company, organization, or military force A%, 51 T.
e.g It needs qualified office personnel and good telephone and telex communications.
B AR A S AL, RIFRYAIE AL E TR .
All the managerial personnel at the factory are hired on contract.
T BN SRR R
9. vacancy
n. 1) (~for sth.) a job that is available for sb. to start doing %5 HL(#kt)
e.g. We still have vacancies for drivers but all the other positions have been filled.
FATT R AL A4 1 A 2 e, (E HCAB MR R 2 06 57
There are always plenty of vacancies for bar staff.
N 5 TR IR 2 SRR 2
2) a room in a hotel or building that is not being used and is available for sb. to stay in %%
B (i)
e.g. We have no vacancies at all during July.
THRFNTEA AR T2 B
[# /& ] vacant adj.
1) empty, not filled with anything %5 1, A% 5 FH
e.g. A vacant apartment in New York City is very difficult to find.
TEAL 2T NARMEAR 21— B s i A B AL
2) (of a job) not at present filled ( T YEERA )25 HlLf)
e.g. The job has been vacant for several months now.
XAMLE A B &L H T .
10. participate
v. (~ in) to take part or become involved in an activity 25 (fill)
e.g. She actively participates in local politics.
AR 2 5 A MBS 5.
He planned to participate in the demonstration, but then he got cold feet.
(URREC &) I EVEP J i B IEX
[ " & ] participation 7. (~ in sth) the act of taking part in an activity or event =5 (Jill)
e.g. We won the game because of his participation.
M2, AT 1 LLFE.
11. perception
n. 1) the ability to understand and make good judgments about sth. jli%< ), FRf#E /)
e.g. He is man of great perception.
oo — RATHEE T
2) a particular way of understanding or thinking about sth. FEff#, &
e.g. There is a perception that management only wants to cut costs.
A — TR PR — O FAR AR
The public’s perception of him is slowly changing.

DA R IE R

)
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3) the ability to notice sth. by seeing, hearing, smelling, etc. J#&( %)%
e.g. visual perception L
the perception of pain Jig /&%
[# 2] perceive v. to understand or think about sth. in a particular way PR, EL% 0N
e.g. Computers were often perceived as a threat.
THEADLH W B — U .
perceptive adj. able to notice or understand things quickly and easily WWELHEL A , 35
TR
e.g. Children can be amazingly perceptive about adults’ moods.
Z a5 T MER NS 2, B2 AR .
12. conduct
vt. 1) to carry out or direct ¥F4T, SZjiti
e.g. Despite numerous failures, they continued to conduct the experiment without flagging.
UGS T LRARR I T A I A R AR S A T
We are conducting a survey of consumer attitudes towards organic food.
FANEAEIAT—TEE R S X T AL E YRS A
2) (~ oneself well/badly) behave in the specified way (174 )
e.g. 1 think he conducted himself admirably, considering the difficult circumstances.
5 FEEVIRFR A XER TS B0, T A A A A AR
n. 1) a person’s behavior in a particular place or in a particular situation 174, fh 4T
e.g. The prisoner was released early because of good conduct.
ZARAL N R I R i AR
2) the way in which an activity is organized and carried out 85 (3% ), & H
e.g. There was growing criticism of the Government’s conduct of the war.
ORI 0 T3 2052 B Ok B ALY o
13. sophisticated
adj. 1) complex and advanced in design & Z4f0 , A5 % 1Y, 2 Y
e.g. The electronics aboard the new aircraft are very sophisticated.
LA W LR AR R 2k
2) having a lot of experience of life, and good judgment about socially important things
such as art, fashion, etc. THHHY, ZZ:00 ; B HERTEER
e.g. Customers are getting more sophisticated and more demanding.
TH 2B AT BOR B 3, 2R BOR B R .
Ten-year-olds can have a highly sophisticated grasp of morality.
10 F) 1% T SUREXS TEREAT R R A0 T f 1o
[ # 2 ] sophistication n. %%k, [Fl ;&2
e.g. Your son’s essays show great maturity and sophistication.

PRILT B S/ Y 5 E AT 2 2k



14. in the case of
so far as whoever or whatever is specified is concerned #f---+ 1 & , T

e.g. In the case of a physical change no new substance is formed.

SUPIBRAS AL, A BT R B A

In the case of a highly intelligent animal, elementary training is easy.

st B R ST WIINZRIF AN
[#JZ ] in case if it happens that, if it should happen that, lest fEfif, LAB; 77—
e.g. Take an umbrella in case it rains.

i IR LAB RN
in any case whatever happens or may have happened, anyway, anyhow JCig Uifi] , N4

e.g. We have to help her to pay the debt in any case.
FACIE TG H s ot
in no case under no circumstances, never JCISUAIAS , A
e.g. In no case should he be allowed to get up until he is completely recovered from his
illness.
BraEfh o AR, da AR IR
in case of if whatever is specified should occur J7—,fRUN%
e.g. Break the circuit first in case of fire.
T3 KCE SR LS
15. integrity
n. 1) the state of being united as one complete thing FE%&(4>)
e.g. But the final impression of her works is astonishing integrity and originality.
B M A dh iR i B 20 NRIED SR AR I N S8 B M s Tl
Our integrity as a nation is threatened by these separatist forces.
FATHE R R e B2 3 1 X873 24 LA
2) strength and firmness of character or principle, honesty 1F F, 5K
e.g. The integrity of the judge is unquestioned.
XALEE Y IE E R R Y
He is a man of integrity; we all admire him.
flbo—MEEMIA . FATREZHEHRAL
16. reinforce
v. 1) to add strength or support to, make stronger or firmer Ji[l( 3% )3
e.g. Their arguments are strongly reinforced by the latest trade figures.
SR (R BR o B A g RS 1 AT TR IR R
Newspapers like this tend to reinforce people’s prejudices.
XA R AL 28 AT E) s D
2) to make part of a building, structure, piece of clothing, etc., stronger fi-----: i sk

-

e.g. Crews started work today to reinforce the seriously damaged bridge.
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RN KIT IR T, 1852 55 3™ B SBIR A R
[# 2 ] reinforcement 7. JJ[1( 34 )5k ; 3655 )&
e.g. A small force would hold the position until reinforcements could be sent.
— SC/INERBIORE 7 1t T S REDR HH AR A A 1k
17. distribute
v. 1) (~ sth. to sb.) to share things among a group of people, especially in a planned way
73K (L)
e.g. The demonstrators distributed leaflets to passers-by.
PN AT NIy RAR
The firm should distribute wages on the principle of equal pay for equal work.
2 ) I B[] L[] A 4 D DU 2 A 7 0
A committee decides how the money is distributed.
Ze Lo B ey 3 e
2) to spread sth. over an area {#/345 , B
e.g. This species of butterfly is widely distributed over our country.
XA TR ] A AR
[#FE ] distribution 7. (~ of) 43/ (Bt ,3%)
e.g. Brazil has a very unequal distribution of income and wealth.
EL PG A AN & 2 AR A2
18. witness
v. 1) to see or notice (sth.) by being present when it happens ZEHIRE UL, H i
e.g. Several journalists witnessed the incident in which eight people were injured.
JLAMEE Hili TARAS N AR
Ambulance crews witness scenes like these every day.
ECAVNASSPN  WUEIBEE L 37758
2) to be a sign or proof of FHH, J&----+- AUk
e.g. His tears witnessed the shame he felt.
fbURIH 1, B 2
n. sb. who is present when sth. happens, esp. a crime or an accident Hdi#& , IEA
e.g. Police have appealed for any witnesses to come forward.
W Hdr R T
19. for sb.’s /sth.’s sake
(= for the sake of...) on account of, because of, for the benefit of & 1, K
e.g. Maybe later he would realize that all she had done was for the children’s sake, not her
own.
WP LLE 2 R XA 2 T HE T2 T 1.
He had loved poetry for beauty’s sake.
B3R, DR SE



MARFHAE =M BERIAD

If-access Learning Book

Dufflcult Sentences
— 7

1) (Para.2) Yet we continue to hold the cherished belief that competition (not cooperation),
to paraphrase Sigmund Freud, “is the royal road to success”: However, we still deeply
believe that competition is the shortest way of attaining success, which is an idea of Sigmund

Freud.

(S EFRAMHEA RS, BRa 4 (ARG AE) , VRS S8 - B IR IR TE R U, il

[ e 7

royal road: shortcut or the shortest and easiest way 4%

e.g. The royal road to success is learning from other people’s experiences.

paraphrase: v. to express in a shorter, clearer, or different way f#Ff, 2%

e.g. Please paraphrase the following passage into two paragraphs.
We should give full consideration to the difficulties China might meet in this year’s export,
yet that could never be paraphrased as neglecting or even abandoning foreign market.

2) (Para.4) Not only does it create a more fluid leadership, but it allows everyone to
participate actively without fear of censure: With cooperation, leadership would change
more easily, and everyone would play a more active role without fear of criticism.

(3 ] EAA Ty 0 R, i B R N2 TS AR 2 5
Notice the inverted word order in the structure of “not only... but (also)...”.
e.g. Not only did I know her, but I was her best friend.
Not only is she pretty but also kindhearted.
Not only did I hear about it, but I saw it.
fluid: adj. likely to change; not fixed RiE 1, 5L 1)
e.g. My holiday arrangements are fluid and I can come back to work at any time.
The situation is extremely fluid and is changing from day to day.
censure: 7. the act of expressing strong disapproval and criticism 5 (3 ) 3¢, JEME
e.g. The new movie only invited the censure of most of the audience.
Some book critics give their praise or censure wholesale.
3) (Para.5) A fascinating study conducted by the Cooperative Learning Center took a
statistical look at competitive hockey players: The Cooperative Learning Center launched a
very interesting statistical research on competitive hockey players.
(S B fE2E T " IR T — S8R AR A , X 2 58 S i vk BRIE 30 DL T 748103
“conducted” Mif Z2 Al EE T B “study” . ) FHIETE 3R] JE “took a...look at...” .
statistical: adj. of or relating to statistics LI ; GtiT 41
e.g. The statistical data shows that the sales in the fourth quarter have decreased.
The school plans to make a survey of students from rural areas for statistical purposes.

4) (Para.5) The Center evaluated 57 collegiate and semiprofessional ice-hockey players (aged
18-29 years) trying out for the 1980 Olympic team: The Center made an assessment of 57
collegiate and semiprofessional ice-hockey players (aged 18-29) who were candidates to be

-—rs
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chosen as players for the 1980 Olympics.
(363 ] HCATAl T 5744 2011 9804F Bz S5 $ 4w A A PO vk Rz 2l B3 (AR 18 22
298 A5
collegiate: adj. relating to a college or its students K2#AY, K24 Ay
e.g. Every June, each team gets the right to admit the best collegiate players as professionals.
It has established collegiate relations with many universities abroad.
“trying out for” N IAE i EE T B i A+ B 215 “players” .
try out for: to compete for a position or place in something, or to be a member of a teamZ: JJll
------ AITEIR , SIS N
e.g. Most boys tried out for the school basketball team.
Those players not initially selected can be invited to try out for a team and are sometimes
signed to playing contracts.

5) (Para.5) Using sophisticated personality measures and a social-interaction scale, the
researchers found that cooperation does much more than help people get along: Through
sophisticated measuring of personality and social-interaction, the researchers found that
cooperation can bring many benefits besides helping people get along.

(3] Jd i 52 2 g PRI D7 R AL e S AR WS N DR I, BRI AU A B A
I TRRYAARAL .
“using” A ILLE T ANECEBEIRTE , 7500 35 4544 2 “the researchers...found...” .
do much more than: do not only A~U{UE, ZF
e.g. Computer can do much more than solve problems in the scientific field.
Talking with people can do much more than make friends.

6) (Para.7) In the case of cooperation, as psychologists point out, too much can lead to

“group—think” ,“yes—man syndrome” , or inappropriate conformity: In terms of cooperation,

psychologists note that too much of it can make people obey the rules of the group without

careful consideration or people can always accept the ideas of the group and say “yes” to
anybody.

(S ] B L DR GAR 1 R AR S ECRHRAYE” AN TR 80E IR

“Group-think” refers to the phenomenon that people obey the group rules inappropriately.

“Yes-man syndrome” refers to the behavior of always saying “yes” to others.

7)(Para.7) Although there’s no doubt that a cooperative environment increases the number
of ideas, improves the quality of the outcome, and facilitates a better working
environment, cooperation must be done in such a way as to protect the integrity of the
project at hand: It is certain that a cooperative environment is better for increasing the number
of ideas, improving the quality of the outcome, and facilitating a better working environment,
but the cooperation should be carried out so as to protect the completeness and purpose of the
present project.

(] R SRR FAE O SERE SR I 15, AL CR | MG TARRR (AU B 1E5E
R .
facilitate: vz. to make sth. easy or easier, to help %55 (fEF]) , e

)
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e.g. Computers can be used to facilitate language learning.
It would facilitate matters if you were more co-operative.
at hand: 761 ; BR 2k
e.g. He always kept the picture of his girlfriend’s close at hand.
As the selling season is at hand, lots of fresh orders will pour in.
8) (Para.7) Simply put, cooperation is the rule, but objectivity must be maintained: To put it
in a simple way, cooperation is the rule, but the standard of objectivity must be maintained.
“put” in this sentence means “to express something using words”, for example, “to put it

” o«

bluntly”, “to put it mildly”, or “to put it another way”.
9) (Para.11) Research supports the fact that individuals who have witnessed a cooperative act
will “pass it on”, sharing some degree of cooperation with the next person they meet:
Research shows that, if people have seen, or been part of, a cooperative act, they will continue
to behave in this cooperative way; they may cooperate to some degree with the next person
they meet.
(S WFFGIESE : HE 7 AR T i NS EI AT R A3 7 25, Al T 2 i~ — A
R BTG TE
“Research supports the fact that...” 2 [R5 M A, Ut B fact) HAR P25
10) (Para.12) As the researchers suggest, once you experience the positive feelings, there
seems to be no other way to work except cooperatively: The researchers suggest that from
the moment you experience the positive feelings, the only way to work is to work
cooperatively.
(P ] WHFEERM, — ELARIRES TSR SR8, S Lt 2 mE— i AR T
as: conj. 1E41, 4nfH]
e.g. As is announced in the newspaper today, the two large groups will cooperate in extensive
fields for a few years.
As we know, Beethoven is one of the greatest musicians in history.
once: conj. as soon as, when — H_; 24----- PRI i
e.g. Once you get used to the new job, you will have no further difficulties.
If the facts once become known, he will be punished.
11)(Para.14) In brief, cooperation is a valuable commodity and works best when it is freely
given and indirectly encouraged: Briefly speaking, cooperation works best when it is
willingly given and encouraged indirectly.
(3 ) IS 2, SV ER— R A MER AR T, BA R T4 T RIS, S VEA B A 15 i
PRI
in brief: in a few words &1l 5 2
e.g. Describe, in brief, the main plot of the novel.
In brief, what you have done benefits the program a lot.
commodity: 7.
(1) a thing that is useful or has a useful quality 7 FH (ME) A A4 7H
e.g. Water is a precious commodity that is often taken for granted in the world.

-
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I lead a very busy life, so spare time is a very precious commodity to me.
(2) a product or a raw material that can be bought and sold R/, 7%
e.g. Crude oil is the world’s most important commodity.

The government increased prices on several basic commodities like bread and meat.

- Vocaboulary Execrcises

1. Directions: The prefix un- and in- can be added to some adjectives to make them negative.
Study the following models and complete the tables with appropriate words.

Models: selfish — unselfish healthy — unhealthy
appropriate — inappropriate direct — indirect
Adjectives Antonyms Adjectives Antonyms
expected active
capable likely
familiar formal
human able
efficient sufficient
usual employed

2. Directions: Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences with a suitable preposition
or adverb.

1) The computer has made a great impact our social life.

2) Little John always shares his toys the other boys.

3) the case of writing style, the former is more attractive.

4) It was the driver’s careless driving that led the traffic accident last night.

5) They moved to the new apartment because schools and hospitals are near
hand.

6) no circumstances should you lend Paul any money.

7) Although the new approach language teaching has been adopted, its effect
remains unknown.

8) Most boys in the school tried out the school basketball team.

9) We should pass the fine tradition of hard work from generation to generation.

10) Father took two part-time jobs the sake of five children.
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- Structure Exercises
e — 7

1. Directions: Rewrite the following sentences with the “appositive clause” in the style of the
model.

Model: The experiment supports the fact.
The fact is that water conducts electricity.

= The experiment supports the fact that water conducts electricity.

1) We need to face the fact. The fact is that there is no complete fairness in society.

2) She had a strong belief. Her belief was that he was not dead.

3) The manager made a statement. The statement is that the company will be reorganized.

4) The news is very exciting. The news is that he got the first prize in the speech contest.

5) Everyone knows that he has made a decision. The decision is that he will go abroad to study

after graduation.

2. Directions: Translate the Chinese into English, using the structures learned in the unit.

1) (B R AS VT REF 142 1 T7) because of her
severe illness.

2) (— H ARSI E T 3140), please carry it out as
soon as possible.

3) The judge came to (B A5 TC IR A TR E).

4) 1 think I prefer to study in my dorm (A2 LW
J#£) this evening.

5) (B ASHFRAS T AT -1 2% 47), but also the

opportunity to further his research.

Comprebensive Exercises
—_—

-

1. Directions: There are 15 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four
choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the one that best completes the passage.

Competition takes place in many settings, such as the classroom, youth groups and even in

the home. Sports often come to mind 1) ~ we think about competition. Youths, 2) |

rarely cite winning as a reason for participating. They more often list learning new skills or

o<



Unit One

Competition and Cooperation

physical competence, being with friends in a group, fun and excitement, or staying in 3)
as reasons for their involvement.

Competition in itself is not a bad thing. Competition will 4) at many points in life.
As adults, we can choose to structure events and contests 5) competition is a learning
experience. Competition becomes 6) when winning becomes the overriding goal. In these
instances, only a few people are able to 7) their goal. The 8) of individuals will

feel beaten and defeated. Adults can help guide youths to focus 9) the means (learning,

obtaining goals, social contact or simply being happy with being involved) 10)

(winning).

the end

11) to achieve a goal is a productive form of competition where success is measured

in growth and not 12)

success against a 13)

a ribbon or trophy. Youths strive to be their best and measure

. Individual differences are allowed for and individuals can build

14) their personal abilities, knowledge and skills. The goal here is personal development,

rather than 15)

champion or beating others.

1) A) when B) since C) before D) once

2) A) whenever B) furthermore C) however D) therefore
3) A) case B) shape C) control D) person

4) A) experience B) be experienced C) consider D) be considered
5) A) in that B) such that C) that D) so that

6) A) positive B) negative C) objective D) subjective
7) A) achieve B) finish C) encounter D) cherish

8) A) minimum B) maximum C) minority D) majority
9) A) in B) on C) at D) for

10) A) because of  B) in case of C) instead of D) better than
11) A) To strive B) Striving C) Strove D) Striven
12) A) with B) for C) at D) by

13) A) regulation  B) standard C) system D) creativity
14) A) on B) to C) in D) for

15) A) to be B) be C) being D) been

2. Directions: Translate the following sentences into English.

1) HAILS F 0% 1Bt AT O A

=
w

M1, (have an impact on, perception)

2) 22 JCRER] , 7L

case of )

T2 07 VF2 NI R A R

(there is no doubt that, in the
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3) AR — B E , S k%34T (cooperation, once)

4) XK EPREBZET TR A T 4Pzt X O FISE . (for the sake of, maintain )

5) faitii 5 2, 0 T A0 BA TSR I AT B 4F . (i brrief)

J Part Two

Extensive Reading

- Reading Comprehension
S —
A. Reading in Depth

What Type o ty Is Better,
Competitiv operative?
0 In the debate over what type of society is best, conservatives generally |

favor more competitive societies, whereas liberals favor more cooperative
ones. Let’s attempt to see which side is correct, by reviewing the fundamentals
of competition and cooperation:

() Perhaps the first thing to note is that all life is ultimately competitive. For 5
many centuries, biologists have known that the natural tendency of the animal
population is to explode, but the limited food supply keeps it in check. There
are also other limiting factors, like space, climate, resources, etc. Because
there are more creatures than food, this means that some will starve to death.
Thus, in order to survive, animals must compete for food, killing each other if 10
need be.

(3] Likewise, Charles Darwin found the concept of deadly competition
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Unit One

Competitior%?ooperation
important for developing his theories of
natural selection and survival of the fittest.
Darwin theorized that if animals must 15
compete to survive, then the winners
would be those with the strongest traits,
which would then be passed on to their
offspring. Meanwhile, those with weaker
traits would be killed before they could 20
breed, and would be dropped from the
gene pool. It is important to note that even

Ca if you don’t believe in evolution, natural
\ , selection indisputably occurs in all other
— competitive systems. These range from 25

English naturalist Charles Darwin

individual firms competing on the free
market to individual workers competing for job promotions. Indeed, the fact
that natural selection occurs everywhere else is a strong argument that it occurs
in biology as well.

(4] But imagine what it would be like to live in a society where each 30
individual competes against everyone else, without any cooperation at all. You
wouldn’t dare walk outside, for your neighbor could shoot you and take all
your property. Nor could you rely on the police to protect you, since law
enforcement is a form of social cooperation. In a perfectly competitive world,
only the strongest or luckiest would survive. 35

6 But what if you were fortunate enough to be one of the strongest or
luckiest? After killing off most of society, you would only find yourself among
survivors who were highly competent killers themselves, and the terror would
start anew. And even if you emerged the final victor, the rewards would be
slight... how rich and satisfied can you be when you’re a hermit? 40

(6 As with competition, a moderated desire to cooperate is natural and
healthy. Those with non-cooperative natures would have very low survival
rates, as would those who cooperated so much that they did not look out for
their own self-interests in a competitive world. It is for this reason that people

take a healthy enjoyment in belonging to a group, practicing teamwork, 45
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helping others, etc.

Nature has divided all life into natural alliances that compete for survival:
namely, species. Members of the same species generally do not kill each other
in their fight for limited resources, but instead work together to kill members
of other species.

However, cooperation within species is not as perfect as it would seem.
Even in normal times, there is subdued competition within the group, as
members vie for positions of power and status. One famous example is
primates. It is interesting to note that among primates, male status is acquired
through conflict. Among females, however, the opposite occurs: conflicts are
resolved by the female’s status. Hierarchies are found in countless species, but
they are especially extreme in humans.

(9] Competition within the
group becomes more severe
as resources become scarcer.
When the situation becomes
desperate enough, members
of the same species are
perfectly capable of turning
on each other and killing

each other. Just one example

is the praying mantis, a
species which solves the problem of scarcity by allowing the female to eat the
male after mating. Another is the chimpanzee, the closest human relative.
From her long-term studies in Africa, Jane Goodall has reported that chimps
sometimes divide into tribes, whereupon the larger kills the smaller.

Humans are no different. War is an obvious example of deadly
competition within the human species, but most people don’t realize that the
same continues even during times of “peace”. In our competitive economy,
those who lack the skills, education, talent or opportunity to compete well
become poor. And the poor suffer from death rates that are at least six times
higher than the rich. This higher death rate is due to a lack of resources:

namely, health care, nutritious food, toxic-free environments, winter heating,

o<
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Competition and Cooperation

information and education, and countless other means and devices that would

protect and prolong their lives.

®

80

Critics charge that humans are naturally competitive animals — after all,

they evolved that way. This is certainly true, but fortunately, competition for

survival is only one of the many thousands of ways that humans compete.

Humans also fulfill their desire to compete through games, sports, contests,

social status, career status and academic status. Eliminating the need to

85

compete for survival would hardly eliminate the countless other ways that

humans compete. Competition could still be used to improve society, even a

sustainable one.

(839 words)

New Words and Expressions

n. |sb. who is not willing to accept much change, especially in
i the traditional values of society P54 , RIE<FIH#E
conservative | /kan's3ivatrv/ . . ) .
adj. |not willing to accept much change, especially in the
traditional values of society FR5FH, 5FIHHY
whereas | /,(h)wear'@z/ | conj. | but in contrast; while Tfij,{H
n. | atolerant and open-minded person EAEFFHHAT A
liberal /'libaral/ adj. |willing to understand and respect other people’s ideas,
opinions, and feelings FFBAfR), Lo 58 Y
_ L vt. | to go over (esp. past events) in one’s mind [BIJEji , %
review /r1'vjuy/ . .
n. |survey or report of past events or a subject [FIJI, JI_4f
fundamentals | /fandomentls/| n. |(pl.) the most basic and important aspects of sth. FEA< i )]
(HH)
fundamental |/ fando'mentl/ | adj. | of, affecting, or serving as a basis or foundation FEAf#) ; St
it Y
basicall , e FEH; finally, aft hing el
ultimately | /'Alttmoatlt/ | adv. extnlly GRSl Ei,azg &E, ina'ly, ajter everything else
has been done or considered %%, 4T
to increase a lot in size, amount, or importance, etc., over a
explode /iks'plovd/ | we. . . "
very short period of time 4}

e
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New Words and Expressions

keep... in check

to restrain, control, limit (35 ), 55

starve /stazv/ v. |to die from lack of food kAt ; YLk
concept /'konsept/ | n. |an abstract idea, a general notion X{L(#8 )&
deadly /'dedli/ adj. | likely to cause death E(fif)
theorize /'O1araiz/ | vt. |to develop ideas to explain sth. G FLE , [ Bk
offspring /'ofsprin/ | n. |sb.’s child or children J51t, -9
used for emphasizing the difference between two
meanwhile /'mimnwail/ |adv.|simultaneous situations ] ;in the time between two
events, at the same time (51t ) [R]Hs}
breed /brixd/ vt. | (of animals) to produce young (¥ ) &4, & &
gene pool the collected genes of the members of a species in a
particular area JL[K 72
gene /d3ziin/ n. |a pattern of chemicals within a cell that carries
information about the qualities passed on to a living thing
from its parents & [H
evolution /,irva'luifon/ | n. |gradual development, esp. from a simple to a more
complex form L
evolve /1'volv/ v. | to develop gradually by a natural process 4k
indisputable |/,ind1s'pjustobl/|adj. | impossible to question or argue with, undeniable J: JiF Jiii
BERY, o] S RERY
indisputably | /indis'pjuztably/ |adv. | 27 B BEHL , JC AT 4 kb
. fpro'maufan/ a move to a higher level in a company, institution, or
romotion ro'm n/ | n
g P sport ()Tt
ill off kill (things or people) many at a time; destroy in large
ill o
numbers or totally #%)%, 1HK
anew /a'njui/ adp.|again, in a new or different way H#T,
. the winner of a battle, game, competition, etc. JEF](H )
victor /'vikta/ n.

&
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New Words and Expressions

. sb. who lives alone and has a simple way of life, usually
hermit /'harmit/ n. ..
for religious reasons gt

vt. | to make sth. less extreme, or to become less extreme ({ifi )
FNZE, Wiz (5)
adj. | neither very great nor very small in amount, size, strength,

or degree & H(FE )Y, HEER

moderate /'mpdarrt/

an arrangement between two or more people, groups, or
alliance /a'larans/ n. |countries, by which they agree to work together to

achieve sth. 4% (¥¢, [7]) %

a plant or animal group whose members all have similar
species /'spii[iiz/ n. |general features and are able to produce young plants or
animals together 47}

unnaturally or unusually quiet in behavior (%% () LAl
1, &&=

an accepted position, possibly official, esp. in a social
group or organization Hifvi , By

subdued /sab'djud/  adj.

status /'stertas/ n.

a member of the most developed and intelligent group of
primate /'praimit/ n. | mammals, including humans, monkeys and apes & £ H
i

vt. | to solve or end a problem or difficulty f#H(F%), HFR ;to
make a decision formally or with determination H&E (s,

)
=

n. | a strong determination to succeed in doing sth. #0r (&)

resolve /r1'zolv/

a system in which people or things are arranged according

hi h /'h iki/ .
1erarchy arordiki ™ Ito their importance 22 il &

causing very great pain, difficulty, anxiety, damage, etc.;
very serious AEH ZEAY, FIZIAY, 1B AY;not kind or
sympathetic, not willing to accept other people’s mistakes
or failures ™[5 1), w5 ZI )

severe /s1'vio/ adj.

scarce /skeas/ adj. | not easy to find or obtain FiifA Y, 5 WL AY
scarcity /'skeasatl/  n. |a situation in which there is not enough of sth. A& , &

7S
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New Words and Expressions

extremely severe or serious f& & 1%, JEH M HE 1 ;
needing or wanting sth. very much #% H:i8 2/ ; willing

d t /'d t/ |adj.
e espart 7o do anything and not caring about danger, because you
are in a very bad situation PFrHY, AEI—H] 1)
) to suddenly attack sb. or treat them badly, using physical
urn on b N 4
violence or unpleasant words &K%, W4 HUX 1
praying mantis n. | Mg
mate /mert/ vi. |to have sex and produce young, 3CHC
hi /tftmpan'zi/ a small, very intelligent African ape with black or brown
chimpanzee | /t[tmpon'ziy/ | n. ﬂ
P P fur JERLR
chimp /tftmp/ n. |(informal) chimpanzee SEJRJE
trib fratb/ a group of extended families, usually having a common
ibe ra ) .,
" | culture and dialect 7% ; e, B
whereupon | /(h)weara'pon/ conj.| immediately after which NAZJ5, 5 |
to experience or undergo (sth. unpleasant) i3z , 28 JJ; (A~
suffer from
itz g5 )
namely /'nermli/  |adv. | that is to say; specifically BfI, t5f /2 (1)
toxic-free /'toksikfriz/ | adj. | without poison JC#EHY
prolong /pra'lpy/ vt. |to make sth. last a longer time ZE, #fifiE
— p— sb. who says that they do not approve of sb. or sth. L7
n.
&R
to say publicly that you think sb. has done sth. wrong
charge /tfaxdz/ ot. | (ZAFF) 857 to ask sb. a certain amount of money for
sth. you are selling ([i] -+ Mg, JT
countless /'kautlis/ | adj. | too many to be counted JCELI, BN
sustainable /sa'sternabl/ | adj. | able to continue over a period of time ] {5F£E )

\ Séntén‘cé étu’dy

T—

1) (Para.1) In the debate over what type of society is best, conservatives generally favor more

competitive societies, whereas liberals favor more cooperative ones.
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