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Unit One
English Learning

Unit One
English Learning

Lead-in Questions

1. When did you start learning English? Why do you think we should learn English?
2. Are you good at English? Do you have any good ways of learning English to share with your

classmates?

Reading One

Many people have learned English for many years, but unfortunately they cannot communicate
in English. How to learn English well has been puzzling students and teachers alike, and there
seems to be no conclusive agreement. Most people, however, agree that study skills and strategies
are important although there isn’t a single learning strategy that works for everyone. Read the

following passage and see if the strategies are useful to improve your English.

® Task One Reading for General Ideas
Go over the passage quickly and complete the following statements.

1. Successful English learners would

2. Language learning involves

Strategies for Successful English Language Learning

Research in the field of language indicates that there are many things you can do to
become a successful learner. Curiosity about culture and language, daily study and the
commitment to using English in every possible situation are very important conditions for
success.

Be clear and realistic about your goal. Your sense of success will depend on your need for
English and whether or not you meet your need. There are many reasons to learn English and
your reasons are your own goals. Do you need English for occasional speaking situations, for
travel or entertaining the English-speaking visitors? Do you want to improve comprehension in
both written and spoken English? Do you need to write English for professional purpose? Are

you preparing for a university career in English? If so, your goals must include proficiency in all
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skill areas. Learning a foreign language is not an exact process. Very few people learn to use a
foreign language as well as a native speaker does. Fortunately, very few people need to learn
English as a native English speaker in every skill area.

Be realistic about the time it takes to learn a language. Programs which promise overnight
success are simply not being honest. Language learning is a slow process. You will experience
bursts of accomplishment as well as blocks and delays in progress. You will notice improvement
at different speed in each skill area. Many students progress more quickly in reading and
grammar than in speaking and note taking. If you are a beginning level student whose goal is
proficiency, a typical program may include at least nine months of intensive English learning.
If your study program is short-term and your goals include improvement and review rather
than proficiency, you can realize some progress in two or more weeks.

Be aware of your learning style. If you know that you learn more quickly when you
listen to an English statement a few times before you write it, or if you know that seeing a
picture helps you remember the word, then develop the study habits which use the most
effective techniques for you. Excellent instructors who know that students must be involved in
active learning will create active learning experiences to connect you with the language.

Learn something about language learning. Remember that language is a complex system
of meaningful sounds organized with a series of rules (grammar). Every student has to study
enough pronunciation, grammar and sentence structure to understand it. It is also true that
language is a form of behavior involving the human need to communicate and to be understood.
Language learning involves motivation, emotion, a sense of self and a set of cultural beliefs.
Language is much more than sound and words and grammar. Language learning requires that
you make mistakes. Don’t be afraid of a language or afraid of making errors. Playing with a
new language is a very important part of learning.

Take responsibility for your learning. A good instructor is half the equation for successful
language learning. Take charge of your learning. Participate actively in your program. Look
for opportunities to use your new language in any new environments. Be willing to make
mistakes and learn from these mistakes. Focus on your goals and your study habits and

willingness to “learn to learn”. Enjoy your progress.

(560 words)
(Adapted from Ochoa, Cindy Barncs.Strategies for Successful English Language Learning,

<http://www.intstudy.com>)
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New Words and Expressions

strategy

['streetid31/

[C] [(for doing sth./to do sth.)] a plan that is intended
to achieve a particular purpose  H W& ; 1156 ; F7 30
T

commitment

/ko'mitmont/

[U][(to sb./sth.)] the willingness to work hard and

give one’s energy and time to a job or an activity

O TAEBLHETE B ) R B 2k A

realistic

/r1a'listik, ri:-/

accepting in a sensible way what it is actually

possible to do or achieve in a particular situation
LS 5 SEBR B 5 T2 oR 2 1Y

occasional

/o'kerzonal, ou-/

1 /K

happening from time to time; not regular

145 R 1 5 N N )

proficiency

overnight

/pro'fifonsi/

["auvvonart/

[U][(in sth./in doing sth.)] a high standard of ability
and skill ~ #Z5  KGE ; 20

happening suddenly or quickly %K) ; — K Z

(] £ 5 AR AR B4

accomplishment

/o'kamplrf mont/

[C] an impressive thing that is done or achieved
after a lot of work A ; A5t

progress

[prav'gres/

vI.

to improve or develop over a period of time
AL kot s BE R

intensive

/m'tensiv/

involving a lot of work or activity done in a short

JEL I [ P £ TP S KA T B 5 AR 1Y

time

short-term

statement

[fo:t 't3:m/

/'stertmont/

[usu. before noun] lasting a short time; designed

only for a short period of time in the future %53

14 39 19

[C] sth. that one says or writes that gives information

oranopinion iR BaTk; R ;K S

effective

/1'fektrv/

producing the result that is wanted or intended;

7 A T AR

producing a successful result

AR

structure

['straktfo/

[U;C] the way in which the parts of sth. are

connected together, arranged or organized; a

particular arrangement of parts 4% ¥4 ; #4) i

behavior

/br'hervjo/

[U] the way that sb. behaves, esp. towards other
people 174 ;A2 1k

D




New Words and Expressions

o [C;U] the reason why sb. does sth. or behaves in
motivation /imautr'verfan/ n. i .
a particular way  sh#l; i
. Ik fon [U,sing.] the act of making sth. equal or
equation Tkwerson, -[on, n. .
q 3 considering sth. as equal 1% ; % [F] & 1§
®)

S5 Reading Comprehension

® Task Two Reading for Details

I. Read the passage for the second time and choose the best answer to each question or

unfinished statement.
1. Success in English learning is decided by

A. how much time one spends on it

B. whether one has achieved his goals or not

C. how well one can use English in speaking situations

D. how much one understands written and spoken English
2. If one learns English for travel, what he needs is

A. intensive learning

B. nine months’study

C. a typical study program

D. a short-term study program

3. It can be inferred from the passage that an aural learner would to succeed in learning.

A. do more writings

B. do more listening

C. see more pictures

D. read more newspapers
4. Which of the following statements is TRUE about language learning?

A. Language learning allows no mistakes.

B. Language learning is free from personal feelings.

C. Language learning involves fun and relaxations.

D. Language learning is just a matter of sounds and rules.
5. What does the author mainly tell us in the passage?

A. Effective ways of learning English.

B. His enjoyment of English learning.

C. His experience of learning English.

D. The importance of learning English.

«»



Unit One
English Learning

II. Read Paragraph 3 carefully and find out why there is no overnight success in learning English.

I1l. Summarize the sirategies for successful English learning in your own words.

Reading Two

Oon’'t Wind What Other People Think

In my first couple of days in a new country, I was out drinking with some English friends.
There were some local people in the bar, and naturally we were keen to meet some of the
locals and have a chat and maybe share a beer or two. We were quite lucky in that one of the
guys in the group was not only really fun and friendly, he also spoke quite good English (well,
[ think the beer helped a little!). When we had finished, we decided to go to another bar. So we all
got on the train. The shocking thing was that this fun, friendly, English speaking businessman
suddenly told us not to speak English to him on the train. He was embarrassed that other people
might hear him speaking English!

Now lucky things have changed a lot over the past few years. But some people still
believe that they should not speak English because other people think of them as being a
“show-off”. There is only one reason that people would think like that: they are jealous. It’s
true that if you went around saying“I’'m great at English. Look! How bad you are!” then they
probably have a point. But people who say bad things about those who speak English are
merely jealous that they cannot speak themselves. Secretly, deep down they respect you for
speaking English and they indeed want to become like you. Even the harshest critic really
respects you for speaking English and wishes to be like you. So don’t hide your lantern
under a bushel, if you have the chance, use your English. This is your life and you alone
decide how and when you speak and in what language. Don’t let what other people think stop
you achieving your potential. Speak up and be proud to speak English!

And don’t think that “being shy” is OK. It’s not. In every country we love winners and

people who have special skills. Look at the Olympics when athletes win medals, everyone

D



appreciates their special skills, applauds their success and wishes them well. Or when scientists
win Noble prizes, again everyone is proud of what they achieved, looks up to them and feels
inspired to become great themselves. It’s the same with you and English. If you can speak
English and the people around you see this, they will look up to you, admire and respect you.
They’ll be proud to know you and the people around you will be inspired by your abilities and

want to become great speakers themselves. Be a role model, be an inspiration for others.

(444 words)
(Adapted from Graham, Richard. Dont Mind What Other People Think, <http:

//genkienglish.net>)

New Words and Expressions

in a way that one would expect; of course JIfi #fl il &5

naturall /netaralt/ ady.
Y I U RNk

[(to do sth./that/on doing sth.)] want to do sth. or want

keen /ki:n/ adj. .
sth. to happen very much &3 ; A9 K T

luckily /1ak1ly/ adv.  as aresult of good luck 3232 [ )2 ; S 4f

infml disapproving a person who tries to impress other

show-off n. people by showing how good he or she is at doing sth.
vy PN V€L UUN

[of sth./sb.] envious; feeling angry or unhappy
jealous ['dzelas/ adj.  because one wishes he had sth. that sb. else has  1"2

harsh /ha:f/ adj.  cruel, severe and unkind  ZR 19 5 4 1 5 5 1

a person who expresses disapproval of sb. or sth. and
critic /kritik/ n.  talks about their bad qualities, esp. publicly Ht3F% ;
Peal ey A

a lamp in a transparent case, often a metal case with

lantern /[1eenten/ n. glass sides, that has a handle, so that one can carry it

outside A% ;AT

[C] a unit for measuring grain, fruit or vegetables
bushel /bufal/ n.  equal to 8 gallons or 36.4 litres  Jifi U H- (454 /K 2R
B S T AL A 2 T8 236.4 71 )
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Unit One
English Learning

S5 Reading Comprehension

Answer the following questions with the information from the passage.
1. What did the author do in the bar?

2. Why did the English speaking businessman ask the author not to speak English to him on the

train?

3. What does the author think of people who say bad things about those who speak English?

4. Why do people love Olympic and Nobel winners?

5. What can a learner do to become an inspiration for others?

Reading Three

Learning English through Its Proverbs

If you are looking for a new approach to English learning, study English proverbs. A
proverb is a short saying used to express a well-known truth. Proverbs are a quick way
to communicate and they reveal how a culture has developed. The truth of a proverb is often a
truth which every culture recognizes about human nature or the physical world. Each culture
expresses this truth in its own unique way. By studying the proverbs of any language, you gain
new insights into both the culture and the native way of speaking. Here is how to include
proverbs in your study of English.

A good beginning makes a good end. Meaning: If a task is carefully planned, there is a
better chance it will be done well. Plan your effort to learn English proverbs. I suggest learning
one new English proverb a week. Write it down on the “sticky notes”. Post the notes in locations
where you will see them often during your day. Think up conversations which allow you to
use the proverb and practice it with your English-speaking friends. Ask yourself if your
native language has a saying with a similar meaning. What is different about the way the
basic truth is stated? The differences reveal cultural references and influences. They give you a

better insight into English culture.
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Great oaks grow from little acorns. Meaning: Large successful operations can begin from
something small. You can find proverbs by searching the Internet on “English proverbs with
explanations”, “English proverbs”, or“English proverbs with meanings”. Books of proverbs can
be checked out from the library or purchased from book stores.

Learning is treasure that will follow its owner everywhere. Meaning: Education is something
you keep forever. Remember you are learning English to improve yourself and to improve
your understanding of others. Perhaps you will also improve your chances of getting a job.
Education is precious and worth the effort you make to get it.

Practice makes perfect. Meaning: Doing something repeatedly is the only way to get good
at it. Use the proverb you are studying as often as you can. Look the proverb up on the Internet
and see what you find.

If wishes were horses, then beggars would ride. Meaning: Wishing alone is not enough,
you must act. Reading this article is a start to increase your English vocabulary. Search the
Internet. Watch the news broadcast in English. Go to the library. Talk with English speakers.

When in Rome, do as the Romans do. Meaning: You should adapt yourself to the
customs of the people or country you are visiting and behave in the same way.

Of course, people do not use proverbs constantly. People want to hear your own thoughts
on the topic of discussion. However, a well-placed proverb can bring instant understanding
and display knowledge of both the English language and culture. This helps both you and your

listeners feel more comfortable.

(492 words)
(Adapted from Webb, Celia.Learning English through Iis Proverbs, <http://www.

eslteachersboard.com>)

New Words and Expressions

[(sth. to sb./ that...)] to make sth. known to sb. #&7~ ;

reveal /r1'viil/ . .
BIR; 7 7%

connected with things that actually exist or are
present and can be seen, felt, etc. rather than things
that only exist in a person’s mind & WLAF-7E () ; BL 5K
B 0 R B

physical ['fizikal/ adj.

[C;U] [(into sth.)] an understanding of what sth. is like
R T i

insight /[1nsart/ n.

) a small piece of sticky paper that one uses for writing
sticky note ) .
a note on, and that can be easily removed 74 7R i
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Unit One

English Learning

New Words and Expressions

) [C] a place where sth. happens or exists; the position
location Nlou'kerfan/ n. .
of sth. M ;& L&
[C;U][(with sb./about sth.)] an informal talk involving
conversation | /konva'serfon/ | n. |a small group of people or only two; the activity of
talking in this way ~(AE1E)3CIR iR iE
[C;U] sth. one says or writes that mentions another per
reference [reforons/ n. ) N o . .
son or thing  UiE (35 2 (= $E 2 ;1R M5 95 M
[C;U] a large tree that produces small nuts called
oak fouk/ n. |acorns. Oaks are common in northern countries and
can live to be hundreds of years old  #:# ; £ ##%f
acorn /e1ko:n/ n. | B BE
repeatedly fri'pitidly/ | adv. |many times — ;= 20K
a person who lives by asking people for money or
beggar /'bega/ n.
food Z%;MAEF
constantly [konstontlt/ | adv. |all the time; repeatedly 474 ; — H. ; # & A Wi Hb
) to clearly show a feeling, attitude, or quality by what
display /dis'ple1/ v. S, b R T
one does or says {7~ ; B BE ; B0 (CREPE B G )

0
S50 Reading Comprehension

Go over the passage quickly. For the following statements, mark

Y (for YES)
N (for NO)

NG (for NOT GIVEN)

if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;

if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;

if the informaiton ts not given in the passage.

S

A proverb is a universal truth expressed in the same way in different cultures.

One can learn unique English culture by studying English proverbs.

Learning English proverbs can bring people pleasure and success.

When you study English proverbs, you’d better forget those with related meanings in

your mother language.

There is a better chance to find a job if you learn English.

o)



Using proverbs repeatedly is the only way to learn English successfully.

“If wishes were horses, then beggars would ride.” means actions are more important
than thoughts.

Learners of English should study proverbs because people use and discuss them

constantly.

Reading Four

«»

Four Easy Ways to Learn Englisb Ooline

When you learn a new language, the only way to improve is to practice, practice and
practice! However, it can often be boring to keep studying from books. So I'd like to
recommend some interactive learning methods and resources — all using the Internet.

Chat Your Way to Better English

Chatting with others, either native or non-native speakers of English, is a great way to
practice your written skills in a relaxing environment. This is a particularly good method if
you're shy about speaking English, as it will allow you not to use your real name online and
will build your confidence to eventually speak the language face to face. By joining a chat
room, you can discuss any special interesting topic you like, or write posts in the forums.
Having an email pen pal can also be a fun and effective way to practice English and make
friends.

Online Grammar Exercises

For a more fun and interactive approach to practicing grammar exercises, try one of the
many online grammar exercise sites available on the Internet. You will find varied exercises
and quizzes for most grammar points where you will be given corrections to your answer and
useful explanations. Joining an EFL community will also give you access to volunteer EFL
teachers who are available to answer all your grammar questions. Being part of a community
is also an excellent way to meet and communicate with other English learners.

Online Radio

Understanding native speakers and their accents is often one of the hardest parts of
learning English according to EFL students. Listening to English radio stations online is a
great listening exercise, particularly for advanced EFL students. Radio hosts often speak quite
fast, which makes this exercise rather difficult. However, this will help sharpen listening skills
and be very good practice for phone conversations or meetings with native speakers. It is also

an excellent way to pick up new words and learn about a variety of cultural topics.
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Podcasts

If you don’t have constant access to the Internet, downloading podcasts is a great
alternative to listening to radio. The advantage of a podcast is that you can listen to it at your
leisure until you feel you have completely understood the topic. You can also pause the audio
while looking up new words or taking notes on the subject. There are some great sites available
which offer podcasts specifically to EFL learners. The podcasts often come in manageable
15-20 audio files, including full texts, additional vocabulary, cultural explanation, general
notes and sometimes comprehension questions.

These resources should enable you to practice your English in a more inventive way
rather than relying on books and classroom time. Of course face to face interaction is really
important but these are excellent alternatives and will contribute to acquiring more fluency

and confidence in your skills.

(478 words)
(Adapted from Zehni, Nadia. Four Easy Ways to Learn English Online, <http://ezinearticles.

com>)

New Words and Expressions

o controlled by or connected to a computer or to the
online /on'lan, 'p:n-/ 7 Internet  FEZ& 1Y 5 3% W (1 5 IR ML Y
adv. | onthe Internet BEALHY ; 7E L ; 76 |

(computing) that allows information to be passed

continuously and in both directions between a

interactive /antar'ektrv/ adj. . .
computer and the person who uses it (31 & HL £
AR 28y 52 B 5 AALX 35 9 5 B3l 1
[C] sth. that can be used to help achieve an aim, esp.
resource /r1'spis, -zp:s/ n. | abook, equipment, etc. that provides information for

teachers and students %I ; FOR

especially; more than usual or more than others
i s L

[U] [(in sb./sth.)] the feeling that one can trust, believe
confidence [konfidens/ n. | in and be sure about the abilities or good qualities
of sb./sth. 150y s 5 4E ; {536t

particularly | /po'tikjulely, pa:-/ | adwv.

G



New Words and Expressions

finally; at the end of a period of time or a series of

eventuall /r'ventfvali/ adv.
Y events I ;4T
[(for sth.)] a place where people can exchange
forum /[fo: rom/ n. |opinions and ideas on a particular issue; a meeting
organized for this purpose 1% ;1 HE S
[infml, becoming old-fashioned] a friend [ dF1E
pal /peel/ . . i
XA kBT IL
(computing) a place on the Internet where a
site [sa1t/ n. |company, an organization, a university, etc. puts
information (T3 AL A FIX 28 IR 3 5 355 o5
) of different kinds; changing £ Fh &£ 11 ; BB (4
varied ['veorid/ adj.
TR ;AR Y
. /ka'rekfon/ [C] a change that makes sth. more accurate than it
correction o'rek[on, n.
was before  2{IE ; 4 1E ;1B IE
(abbr.)English as a Foreign Language fF & 4h i
EFL s
BT
. Iko'mitnoty/ [C] a group of people who share the same religion,
communi o'mjuinatr . .
ty J " race, job, etc. FA{A ;411 it
[(sth. up)] to improve; become or make sth. better,
sharpen /['fa:pan/ vt. | more skillful, more effective, etc. than before

()42 = ; Bl

a non- streamed webcast with a series of digital
media files either audio or video that are released
podcast /'podka:st; -kaest/ n. o
episodically and often downloaded through web

syndication &%

completely /kom'pliztlt/ adv. | totally; in every way 564 Hl ; 153 b ; 1)<

tech connected with or used in the broadcasting or
audio ['pdrou/ adj. | receiving of sound radio signals [ ARif | (JEZk L)
BT, 7 A

possible to deal with or control [ #£ZA % ; W] Ab

manageable /manidzabl/ adj.
& 3 T Iy

a collection of information stored together in a

file /[fatl/ .
! computer, under a particular name (G HLAY) L1
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English Learning

New Words and Expressions

to make it possible for sb. to do sth. ffiGE#S ; i 7
enable /T'ne1bl/ V.

VLIRS
' _ (of ideas) new and interesting (AR Hr i ;A
mventive /m'ventiv/ adj. .

Bl

the quality of being able to speak or write a
fluency [fluzonsy/ n.  language, esp. a foreign language, easily and well

(@ i=LiN7= Vit IR

ng’_} Reading Comprehension

Fill in the table below with the resources in the Internet and their benefits in learning English

from the passage.

Resources Benefits

A chat room

Online grammar exercises

Online English radio

Podcasts

Reading Five

Why Learning English io China Is Vo Longer Just Important

Learning English in China used to be important. English was once a valuable thing in
China that few people had the chance to obtain. Those who could communicate in English
found themselves facing a much brighter future in China, including the prospect of traveling
abroad and finding a job related to the international community. They would also have the
respect of their extended family and the community at large.

Those days are long gone in China. Not only do most schools and universities now offer

English courses, but there are thousands of training centers teaching English to children and

“»



adults. Most students who even halfway paid attention in high school now graduate with at
least a basic level of English that they can build on if they so choose. Many universities offer
English majors and hire foreign teachers to help students with their oral English. Even
students who are not majoring in English can often have the chance to take advantage of these
foreign instructors. Adults who never went to university or want to build on what they learned
can take English classes at local training centers in their area. In short, China is now home to
more speakers of English than any other country in the world.

Thus, learning English in China is no longer just important. Not learning English here
would be equal to not studying math or science. Beyond that, Chinese students who want to
use their English to further their career will have to do more than just become familiar with the
language. They will have to become fluent in it, because there is now simply too much
competition.

Many students in China who are now entering the university have realized that majoring
in English is not going to help expand their horizons these days. These students are choosing
to major in another language or another field while at the same time taking English classes on
the side. Where I live, studying Japanese or Korean along with English is quite popular.

Perhaps then, the title of this article is a bit deceiving. The pursuit of English skills is as
important in China as ever. But now a Chinese student must work extra hard to stand out
amongst the millions of other students who are also learning the English language.

Foreign teachers in China have a responsibility to stress to their ESL students that
being average in English is no longer good enough. English students who have high hopes for
where their English skills can take them must push themselves hard to master pronunciation
and grammar. Without that extra push, too many students will sadly find that their English
“skills” really do not mean so much anymore in a country where English speakers are now

everywhere.

(469 words)
(Adapted from Vance, Robert. Why Learning English in China is No Longer Just Important,

<http://www.teachabroadchina.com>)

New Words and Expressions

[U,sing.] (of sth./of doing sth./that...)the possibility that sth.
will happen I gt ; A 22

prospect | /prospekt/ | n.

halfway | /ha:f'wer/ | adv. |inthemiddleofaperiodoftime 7E---fH ] ; 76 Fpi ; B —2f

AmE to study sth. as one's main subject at college or university

[(R]HER®)EE

major in

o
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New Words and Expressions

further ['f3:80/ vt. |to help sth. advance or succeed i ; 4 1 ; #E 5

[(in sth.)] able to speak, read or write a language, esp. a foreign

fluent "fluzont adj. . .
uen Hluant/ / language, easily and well (JUFEZME ) T 1 09 5 T 15 1

to become greater in size, number or importance; make sth.
expand | /Aik'spend/ = vt | greater in size, number or importance 4K, A, B 5 (R
1 B el )

[C,usu. pl.] the limit of one’s ideas, knowledge, or experience

CEAE AR R SRR ) T L SRR S IR 5

horizon | /ho'raizen/ n.

[sb.(into doing sth.)] to make sb. believe sth. that is not true

deceive /dr'sizv/ V. L
5k 5 5 B 5 TEE Bt
. . [U] [(of sth.)] the act of looking for or trying to find sth. IE>K ;
pursuit [pa'sju:t/ n.o|
FH
to have an easily-seen shape, colour etc.; be very noticeable
stand out . .
B2 DR,
ESL (abbr.)English as a Second Language £ N5 —if 5 MPLiE

(B4 Reading Comprehension |

Choose the best answer to each question or unfinished statement based on the information in the

p

1.

assage.
English learners in China in the past were
A. rare
B. smart
C. common
D. worthless
. Students who want to use English to further their career face
A. financial problems
B. desperate situations
C. challenging situations
D. embarrassing situations
. Which of the following statements is TRUE?
A. High school students have poor English.
B. Foreign teachers are available in many universities.
C. Language training centers have child students only.

D. One can learn English only in schools and universities.



4. When learning English in China is no longer just important, university students should .

A. skip English classes
B. give up their English learing
C. learn other foreign languages

D. adjust themselves to the changes

5. The purpose of the passage is to tell the Chinese learners of English to

A. stop learning English
B. work harder at English

C. make the most of foreign teachers

D. study other languages besides English

Further Reading

Share with each other in a group about a book or an article you have read on the theme of

“English Learning” and complete the reading report below.

Title

READING REPORT

Author

Number of Pages

Date of Publication

Name of Publisher

SUMMARY

Name
Date




Unit Two

Dreams

Unit Two

Dreams

Lead-in Questions

1. Everyone has a dream. What is your dream?

2. What must you do to realize your dream?

Reading One

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe, a German poet and dramatist, once said that the important
thing in life is to have a great aim and the determination to achieve it. Dreams help people strive
for a better life and a better world. Everyone has a dream. Some dreams are within one’s easy
reach, others seem to be daydreams. However, it is sometimes these daydreams that change one’s
life and even the world. Read the following passage and see what Monty Roberts’ dream was and
how he cherished it.

® Task One Reading for General Ideas
Go over the passage quickly and complete the following statements.
1. Monty Roberts’ dream was to

2. Roberts’ teacher confessed that he was a dream stealer because

The Daydreamer

I have a friend named Monty Roberts who owns a horse ranch in San Ysidro. He has let
me use his house to put on fund-raising events to raise money for youth at risk programs.

The last time [ was there he introduced me by saying, “I want to tell you why I let Jack use
my house. It all goes back to a story about a young man who was the son of a horse trainer
who would go to many places, training horses. As a result, the boy’s high school career was
continually interrupted. When he was a senior, he was asked to write a paper about what he
wanted to be and do when he grew up.”

“That night he wrote a seven-page paper describing his goal, someday owning a horse
ranch. He wrote about his dream in great detail and he even drew a diagram of a 200-acre
ranch, showing the location of all the buildings, the stables and the track. Then he drew

a detailed floor plan for a 4,000-square-foot house that would sit on a 200-acre dream ranch.”

o



“He put a great deal of his heart into the project and the next day he handed it in to his
teacher. Two days later he received his paper back. On the front page was a large red F with a
note that read, ‘See me after class.” ”

“The boy with the dream went to see the teacher after class and asked, ‘ Why did I receive
an F?””

“The teacher said, ‘This is an unrealistic dream for a young boy like you. You have no
money. You have no resources. Owning a horse ranch requires a lot of money. You have to
buy the land. You have to pay for a lot of things. There’s no way you could ever do it.” Then
the teacher added, ‘If you will rewrite this paper with a more realistic goal, I will reconsider
your grade.””

“The boy went home and thought about it long and hard. He asked his father what he
should do. His father said, ‘Look, son, you have to make up your own mind on this. However,
I think it is a very important decision for you.””

“Finally, after sitting with it for a week, the boy turned in the same paper, making no
changes at all. He stated, ‘You can keep the F and I'll keep my dream.””

Monty then turned to us and said, “I tell you this story because you are sitting in my
4,000-square-foot house in the middle of my 200-acre horse ranch. I still have that school
paper framed over the fireplace.” He added, “The best part of the story is that two summers
ago that same school teacher brought 30 kids to camp out on my ranch for a week. When the
teacher was leaving, he said, ‘ Look, Monty, I can tell you this now. When I was your teacher, I
was something of a dream stealer. During those years I stole a lot of kids’ dreams.

Fortunately, you were courageous enough not to give up on yours.””

(528 words)

(Adapted from Canfield, Jack. Follow Your Dream, <http://www.inspirationalstories.com>)

New Words and Expressions

a large farm in the western US and Canada where

ranch Jrantf; rentf/ n.
sheep, cattle, or horses are bred  #3%; kK4
gathering contributions as money or other resources,
. . | by requesting donations from individuals, businesses,
fund-raising adj.

charitable foundations, or governmental agencies

SE K




Unit Two

Dreams

New Words and Expressions

AmE a student of the last year in a high school,

senior /'si:njo/ n. |or university [ 3€ )] (H2EE oK) B FE R
A ERP PR AR A
in great detail with lots of small facts or specific features 14 1
diagram Pdarogrem/ " a simple drawing using lines to explain wEere sth. is,
) how sth. works, etc. i [&] ; [l fi# ; & 3 ; /n B K]
acre ['etka/ n. |aunit for measuring an area of land 9% Hi
stable /'stetbl/ n. |[C] a building in which horses are kept 5 JiE

make up one’s
P to decide sth. i ¥ 72 ; T B0

mind
& fretm/ [usu. pass.] to make border; put or make a frame or
ame rerm L. N
" border around sth. %+ HHE ; 24 - FETD
fireplace ['faroplers/ n. |an open space for a fire in the wall of a room HEJP
something of (a) to some degree A Z AR I

courageous /ka'rerdzas/ | adj. |brave; showing courage 55 LAY ; TE R Y

Monty Roberts /'montr tobot/  Zé 4 PAFE(AN )
San Ysidro HPGFEL (SEE L4 )

(& Reading Comprehension |
® Task Two Reading for Details
I Read the passage for the second time and choose the best answer to each question or unfinished
statement.
1. Monty Robert let the author use his horse ranch because he wanted to
A. raise some fund
B. show off his ranch
C. help the author and young people at risk
D. give money to help young people at risk
2. Roberts received an F for his homework because he
A. was poor
B. didn’t finish it



C. had no resources

D. described a dream

3. Which of the following statements is NOT true about Roberts’ homework?

A. He drew a map of his horse ranch.
B. He described his horse ranch in detail.
C. He showed where each building should be.

D. He was forced to rewrite his homework.

4. At the end of the story .

A. Roberts refused to forgive his high school teacher
B. Roberts’ high school teacher expressed his regret to him
C. Roberts gave his horse ranch to his high school teacher

D. Roberts’ high school teacher refused to camp out on his horse ranch

5. It can be inferred from the passage that

A. one can realize his dreams if he keeps them
B. one should give up his unrealistic dreams
C. one should write down his dreams in detail

D. one should never believe what his teacher says

1. Read the text carefully and find out the reasons why the teacher considered Monty Roberts as

a daydreamer.

l.

Summarize the main idea of the passage in about 30 words.

Reading Two

Oreams and Goals: How to Realize Them

Do you have big dreams that look impossible to realize? Have you got hopes that are
slowly fading away? Is your eagerness on reaching the top of your career sinking? Do you feel
you can’t be better than what you are right now? Well, my answer for you is: nothing is
impossible. The only obstacle to achieving your dreams right now is not money or a bad boss
or an unwanted child, but you. No matter what your goal in life is you can achieve it. Long ago
people denied the fact that man could fly, but the Wright brothers proved them wrong. No one
thought of electricity but Thomas Edison did. The bottom line is this, no matter how awkward

your dream is or how it may sound, step up to achieve it. These men had dreams that sounded
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