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® Part One Lead-in

Directions: Watch a video clip and answer the following questions.
1) What do people experience when they are making decisions?

2) According to the video, what can help us overcome the difficulty in making decisions?

@\ Part Two Intensive Reading

Warm-up Activities
Activity One
Directions: Please describe your feelings while you are making a decision and explain the
reasons.

é Feelings Why )

1) Lost/Disoriented

2) Unclear/Unsure

3) Perplexed/Confused
4) Excited

5) Blessed

6) Grateful
\_ Y,

Activity Two

Directions: Please have a discussion about the following quotation.

Life is about choices, Some we
~ bl
regret, Some we re proud of.

Some will haunt us forever.

We are what we choose to be.

— Gl‘ﬂhﬂlll Brown
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We Are What We Choose

Jeff Bezos

1 When I was about 10 years old, I had a trip with my grandparents. My grandfather was driving and
my grandmother had the passenger seat. She smoked throughout the trip, and I hated the smell.

2 At that age, I’d take any excuse to make estimates and do minor arithmetic. I’d calculate our gas
mileage or figure out useless statistics on things like grocery spending. I’d been hearing an ad campaign
about smoking, which basically said, every puff of a cigarette takes 2 minutes off of your life. At any
rate, I decided to do the math for my grandmother. I estimated the number of cigarettes per day, estimated
the number of puffs per cigarette and so on. When I was satisfied that I’d come up with a reasonable
number, I poked my head into the front of the car, tapped my grandmother on the shoulder, and proudly
proclaimed, “At two minutes per puff, you’ve taken nine years off your life!”

3 I have a vivid memory of what happened, and it was not what I expected. I expected to be
applauded for my cleverness and arithmetic skills. I imagined they’d say something like: “Jeff, you’re
so smart. You had to have made some tricky estimates, figure out the number of minutes in a year and do
some division.” That’s not what happened. Instead, my grandmother burst into tears. I sat in the backseat
and did not know what to do. While my grandmother sat crying, my grandfather, who had been driving
in silence, pulled over onto the shoulder of the highway. He got out of the car and opened my door and
waited for me to follow. Was I in trouble? My grandfather was a highly intelligent, quiet man. He had
never said a harsh word to me, and maybe this was to be the first time? He looked at me, and after a bit
of silence, he gently and calmly said, “Jeff, one day you’ll understand that it’s harder to be kind than
clever.”

4 What I want to talk to you about today is the difference between gifts and choices. Cleverness is a

gift, kindness is a choice. Gifts are easy — they’re given after all. Choices can be hard. You can seduce
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yourself with your gifts if you’re not careful, and if you do, it’ll probably be to the detriment of your
choices.

5  This is a group with many gifts. I’m sure one of your gifts is the gift of a smart and capable brain.
How will you use these gifts? And will you take pride in your gifts or pride in your choices?

6 I got the idea to start Amazon 16 years ago. I came across the fact that Web usage was growing at
2,300 percent per year. I’d never seen or heard of anything that grew that fast, and the idea of building
an online bookstore with millions of titles — something that simply couldn’t exist in the physical world
— was very exciting to me. I had just turned 30 years old, and I’d been married for a year. I told my wife
MacKenzie that [ wanted to quit my job and go to do this crazy thing that probably wouldn’t work since
most startups don’t, and I wasn’t sure what would happen after that. MacKenzie told me I should go for
it.

7 1 was working at a financial firm in New York City with a bunch of very smart people, and I had a
brilliant boss that I admired. I went to my boss and told him I wanted to start a company selling books on
the Internet. He took me on a long walk in Central Park, listened carefully to me, and finally said, “That
sounds like a really good idea, but it would be an even better idea for someone who didn’t already have a
good job.” That logic made some sense to me, and he convinced me to think about it for 48 hours before
making a final decision. Seen in that light, it really was a difficult choice, but ultimately, I decided I had
to give it a shot. I didn’t think I’d regret trying and failing. And I suspected I would always be haunted
by a decision to not try at all. After much consideration, I took the less safe path to follow my passion,
and I’'m proud of that choice.

8  Tomorrow, in a very real sense, your life — the life you author from scratch on your own — begins.
9  How will you use your gifts? What choices will you make?

10 Will inertia be your guide, or will you follow your passions?

11 Will you follow dogma, or will you be original?

12 Will you choose a life of ease, or a life of service and adventure?

13 Will you play it safe, or will you be a little bit swashbuckling?

14 When it’s tough, will you give up, or will you be relentless?

15  Will you be a cynic, or will you be a builder?

16 Will you be clever at the expense of others, or will you be kind?

17 1 will hazard a prediction. When you are 80 years old, and in a quiet moment of reflection narrating
for only yourself the most personal version of your life story, the telling that will be most compact and
meaningful will be the series of choices you have made. In the end, we are our choices. Build yourself a

great story. Thank you and good luck!

(911 words)



© New Words

estimate /'estimert/ n.

Vi,

minor /'mamsa/ adj.

arithmetic /o'riOmotik/ n.

mileage /'mailidz/ n.

grocery /'grousaori/ n.

campaign /kem'pem/ n.

puff /paf/ n.

V.

poke /pauk/ vt.

proclaim /pro'klerm/ vz.

applaud /o'plo:d/ v.

tricky /'triki/ adj.

seduce /sr'djus/ vz.
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an approximate calculation of a quantity or value %, fif; a
judgment about a person or situation PEAr, AL

to form an idea of the cost, size, value, etc. of sth., but without
calculating it exactly {71, {5

not very large, important or serious Z>%(f); ARKEFER; AR
S

the part of mathematics that is concerned with the addition,

subtraction, multiplication, and division of numbers F AR
the distance that you have travelled, measured in miles L 244

food and other goods sold by a grocer or at a supermarket £ i,

Z%%%; a shop/store that sells food and other things used in the

home & 524525

(~ against/for sth.) a series of planned activities that are intended

to achieve a particular social, commercial or political aim i= 3],
15 3);  a series of attacks and battles 1%

the action of breathing in smoke from a cigarette, pipe, etc. "%,

il

to smoke a cigarette, pipe, etc. W,

to push sth. somewhere or move it in a particular direction with a

small quick movement (fifi) i, (ffi) il

to state sth. in an emphatic way IR/~ , HHERY; to
publicly and officially tell people about sth. important & 7, 7
i

to express praise for sb./sth. because you approve of them or it F
%, %1 to show your approval of sb./sth. by clapping your
hands 8%

difficult to do or deal with ¥EJp), PBETF-AY; (of people) clever
but likely to trick you &I T2 umihY, IFVERY)

(~ sb. into sth.) (~ sb. into doing sth.) to persuade sb. to do sth.

that they would not usually agree to do by making it seem very
attractive 5|35, iR
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detriment /'detrimont/ n.
startup /sta:tap/ n.

ultimately /'Altimatli/ adv.

haunt /homt/ vz.

author /'2:69/ v.

original /o'ridzonl/ adj.

ease /i:z/ n.

swashbuckling /'swo{baklm/ adj.

relentless /r1'lentlis/ adj.

cynic /'smik/ n.

hazard /'hazod/ vt.

n.

reflection /rr'flekfon/ n.

narrate /na'rert/ vt.

version /'vsifon/ n.

compact /'kompekt/ adj.

harm or damage it %, 153

a newly established business @MV 7], HrA sk ag il

finally, after a long and often complicated series of events fxZ¢,
53

(of sth. unpleasant) to continue to cause problems for a long time
(K1) MHL; (~ a place) (of a ghost) to show up itself (at a
place) regularly [ii] %

to be the writer of a book, report, etc. gI{fF, %5

new and interesting in a way that is different from anything that
has existed before FrAAT, FAIM); existing at the beginning of
a particular period, process or activity FEFIHY, JFRAY

the state of being very comfortable and able to live as you want,
without any worries or problems %73, %k

to make or become less severe, difficult, unpleasant, painful Ji

B, %
connected with adventure and excitement & & %, 5003 R Y

refusing to give up or be less strict or severe "1, AJEAHE
i)

sb. who believes that people always act selfishly 5 {H {5 &

to make a suggestion or guess which you know may be wrong &
Fogg,  E R b AR

a thing that can be dangerous or cause damage f&f%, f&3

careful thought about a particular subject R/ ; an image that
you can see in a mirror or in glass or water Mf%; a sign that
shows the state or nature of sth. 2, {&IH

to tell a story BUA, Pk

a description of an event from the position of a particular person
or group of people Uik, ##i; a copy of sth. that has been
changed i 4%

packed or put together firmly and closely %211, /N5



© Phrases and Expressions
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at any rate
take... off
burst into
pull over

in trouble

to the detriment of
take pride in
make sense
give it a shot
in a sense
from scratch

play it safe
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ks BoE
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AIEM, FZAH
WidA, l—ik
MR S il

HFER, MLk
ANDTETR, AT

RIRS
il I
Lelene it

at the expense of

© Exercises

Text Comprehension

Directions: Fill in the blanks with appropriate words according to the text.

Years later, Jeff Bezos came to understand what his grandpa had told him once: “It is harder to
be 1) than clever”. Cleverness is a gift, but kindness is a choice. Gifts are 2) , but
choices can be hard. Seen in that light, he quit his job, followed his 3) , and gave Amazon a
4) . Proud of his choice of this less safe road, he’s now telling his audience, “The most
meaningful part of your life will be the 5) of choices you have made. If you want to build

yourself a great story, use your smart and 6) brain to make the right choice. Ultimately, you

ER]

are what you 7)

Directions: Write T (True) or F (False) for each of the statements according to the text.

1) The author decided to do arithmetic for his grandma because he wanted her to quit smoking. ( )
2) His grandma burst into tears for she was touched by her grandson’s cleverness. ( )
3) If you are not careful with your gifts, it will probably be harmful to your choices. ( )
4) The author’s wife objected to his idea of starting an online bookstore at the beginning. ( )
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5) What his boss said during their long walk made a difference in Jeff’s final decision. (
6) Compared to a life of ease, the author prefers to have a life of adventure. (
7) The author encourages us to make sensible choices with our gifts. (

Language Focus

1. Directions: Match the words in Column A with their definitions in Column B.

A B

. A. the state of being very comfortable and able to live as you want,
1) estimate
without any worries or problems

2) minor B. a series of planned activities that are intended to achieve a

3) campaign particular social, commercial or political aim
C. small shallow cuts

4) proclaim i ) .
)P D. to form an idea of the cost, size, value, etc. of sth., but without

5) detriment calculating it exactly
E. the act of causing harm or damage
6) scratch g g
F. not very large, important or serious
7) ease

G. to state sth. in an emphatic way

8) original H. careful thought about a particular subject

I. sth. which could be dangerous to you, your health or safety, or your

9) hazard i
plans or reputation

10) reflection J. new and interesting in a way that is different from anything that

has existed before

2. Directions: Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in Exercise 1.
1) They played only a role in local government.
2) He worked very long hours, to the of his marriage.
3) I don’t think George is capable of having ideas.
4) Scientists that smoking reduces life expectancy by around 12 years on average.
5) On some level, a student’s grades are a on the teacher.
6) Polluted water sources are a to wildlife.
7) Florida was a key state in his for re-election.
8) He had been dreading their meeting but her warm welcome soon put him at
9) The President the republic’s independence.

10) She was unharmed apart from a few cuts and
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3. Directions: Fill in the blanks using the appropriate form of the words given below.
Change the form where necessary.

e minor, major

1) We have made some changes to the program, but most people won’t notice.
2) The government’s concern is with preventing accidents on the roads.
e original, origin
3) The scientist proposed a new theory to explain the of the universe.
4) The painting is now in the National Gallery in London. )
e reflect, reflection
5) I need time to on what you’ve offered.
6) His speech was an accurate of the public mood.
® proclaim, claim
7) The company that their product “makes you thin without dieting”.
8) After its independence India was a republic.

Directions: Rewrite the following sentences after the model, using a present participle as

an attributive.

Model: I went to my boss and told him I wanted to start a company which will sell
books on the Internet.
I went to my boss and told him I wanted to start a company selling books on

the Internet.

1) The young man who sits between John and Mary is the editor of the campus newspaper.

2) Those who wish to join the club should sign here.

3) Do you know the young man who is waiting outside the school gate?

4) There seems to be something wrong with the cat that is lying at the corner of the street.

5) The man who was wearing a blue shirt and blue jeans was caught shortly after he had left the bank.
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Comprehensive Exercises

Directions: There is a passage with 10 blanks. Please read it carefully and select one word
from the word bank below to fill in each blank appropriately.

There are always two 1) in life, either put up with the conditions as they are, or
take the responsibility to change them.

It happened when I was at my father’s clinic whilst he was out of town. A lady named
Saraswati came with her one year old daughter. The baby was burning with high fever and I
2) her for not bringing the baby in any earlier. The lady started crying, saying she did
not have the money for the doctor’s 3) and medication.

Saraswati had got married three years ago; her parents paid a dowry of 10,000 rupees.
However, her husband ran away with the money, leaving her pregnant. Saraswati returned to her
home and 4) on the job of a servant. Her husband’s family did not care about whether
her daughter was sick or well since she was a girl. I did not 5) Saraswati, but I knew
this would not solve her problem. I thought about her all night and wondered what could be done
to help these 6) , cheated and downtrodden women.

The next day I received a call from my aunty who needed a housemaid. I felt as if God had
showed me a way to help Saraswati. I recommended her to my aunty and she was given a good
income and a good home to live in.

Then one sunny morning when I was having coffee, a group of women came to my house
(guided by the ever so dear Saraswati). Everybody had a common story, cheated, exploited and
dowry 7) . I recommended them to domestic maid jobs. Now these ladies are independent
and all are working hard to live a 8) life. I may have not been successful but when one
day Saraswati came to my home with a box of sweets because she had got 9) for her
daughter at a nearby school, she 10) to my feet and said: you have given my daughter
and me a respectable living, may God give you much success.

I realized I had done nothing, I just showed them a way — a way to self-respect and

thereafter, they all continued this tough journey themselves.

scolded devices admission victims respectable
miserable took treated illiterate fell
charge educated choices approval fees

10
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Translation

Directions: Translate the following sentences into English, using the words and phrases
given in the brackets.

1) e, RIS R B T B 5 T B (ultimately)

2) b T Al 25 AE Fel B B 75 2 PO~/ o (estimate)

3) TIBAREFFEX AT, Bl &P A . (make sense)

4) PRERA FBOCIZ BTE TR ML L8035 ? (haunt)

5) AFLAMAEMEEL, AL FRATH RSG5 . (hazard)
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1  This afternoon, my office sent out over
34,000 email notifications to high school seniors
who applied Regular Decision and were waiting
with anticipation to learn whether they would be
invited to spend the next four years at Stanford.

2
field for over 30 years, I still feel quite a bit of

Even though I have been in the admission

pain at the end of this week (as I do each year)
about the many exceptional youths who were not
offered a space in the class. I also expect that in
the following weeks I will hear from parents who
are understandably distraught that their sons and
daughters with top high school class rankings,
very high SAT scores and some truly impressive
extracurricular accomplishments were denied
entry.

3
wonderful, but my experience suggests it’s often

Clearly, I believe that a Stanford education is

parents who are more upset about our admission
decisions than the kids. I can relate to their

concerns: I found myself getting jittery as my

12

Richard H. Shaw

own daughter waited for her college application
decisions. But given that today’s teens already
have enough pressure in their lives, I wish to
impart three credos to these parents.

4

admitted into the undergraduate class has

First, it’s all relative. While the number

remained unchanged for years, Stanford, like
many of its peer schools, has had a record
number of total applicants — more than 42,000.
Regardless of arguments over whether too much
preference is given to one category over another,
thousands of students are going to be turned away,
and there is no doubt that the vast majority of
them could have met the demands of a Stanford
education. We could, for instance, have filled
incoming classes four or five times over with
applicants who achieved grade point averages of
4.0 or greater.

5)

who is accepted and who isn’t, but the decision-

I wish there were a formula to explain

making is as much art as it is science. Each class



is a symphony with its own distinct composition
and sound; the final roster is an effort to create
harmony, and that means that some extraordinary
bass players don’t get a chair. What’s more, even
among my staff there are legitimate differences
about applicants. The bottom line: The world is
not going to judge anyone negatively because
they didn’t get into Stanford or one of our peer
institutions.

6  Second, celebrate the bigger picture. Despite
the constant media buzz about the turbulent
state of youth today, most of the applications I
reviewed — as well as those reviewed by my
colleagues at Stanford and elsewhere — are truly
remarkable. And in most cases, those denied
admission to some schools are admitted to others.
The transition from high school to college is a
monumental turning point, and it’s more important
to focus on how a young adult is moving on to a
new stage than where that stage happens to be.
This is the moment when parents should mark
the success of their children and rejoice in the
excitement that the next four years will bring.

7 And that leads to my final point: Education
is what a student makes of it. Of course, certain

schools have resources that others don’t, but they
© New Words

notification /moutifr'kerfon/ n.
anticipation /.@ntist'perfon/ n.

admission /od'mifon/ n.

exceptional /1k'sepfonl/ adj.
distraught /dis'tro:t/ adj.

extracurricular
/eskstroka'rikjula(r)/ adj.

A Way to Success

all offer opportunities to learn and to grow.

8 I am reminded of a teenager graduating
high school in Sunnyvale, Calif., in 1975, who
applied to only Stanford and one other school.
He was understandably disappointed when
denied admission here, but he later excelled as
an undergraduate at the distinguished university
across San Francisco Bay, UC Berkeley.

9 He went on to earn a doctorate at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and to
become a research scientist at the Carnegie
Institution of Washington and an adjunct professor
at Johns Hopkins. In 2003, he joined the Stanford
University School of Medicine and was the co-
winner of the Nobel Prize in physiology or
medicine in 2006.

10  An undergraduate degree from Stanford, or
an Ivy League college, may well end up being
only one line at the bottom of a resume. What
parents and college applicants across the country
need to remember is that the news they receive,
whether good or bad, is but a single step on a

much longer journey.

(698 words)

official information about sth. A1, k45
expectation or hope |fF,

permission given to sb. to become a member of a school (#
AL SEHL
unusually good, outstanding 7S 8, 28 H Y

so upset and worried that one cannot think clearly >4 & L

outside the regular curriculum or program of courses P-4

ay

31

g unit1 [ g
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deny /di'nar/ v.
jittery /'dzit(o)r/ adj.
teen /ti:n/ n.

adj.

impart /im'pa:t/ v.

credo /'kri:dou/ n.
peer /p1o/ n.

applicant /'plikont/ n.

category /'ketigory/ n.

formula /'fo:mjulo/ n.

symphony /'simfont/ n.

distinct /dis'tigkt/ adj.

composition /kompa'zifon/ n.

roster /'rousta/ n.

harmony /'ha:mont/ .

extraordinary /iks'tro:dnri/ adj.

bass /bers/ n.

legitimate /l1'dzitimit/ adj.

institution /unstr'tju:fon/ n.

buzz /baz/ n.

turbulent /'t3:bjulont/ adj.

remarkable /ri'ma:kobl/ adj.

to refuse to give sb. or prevent sb. from having sth. fEiA%5

Ty PR AR e e
anxious or nervous £ JEMY, K5k

teenager H

relating to teenagers or used by teenagers /D4

to give information, knowledge, wisdom, etc. to sb. &5, 1%

g
creed 555
sth. of equal worth or quality [F]25, [FfT

sb. who has formally asked, usually in writing, for a job,

university place, etc. HiF#&

class or group of things in a complete system of grouping
expression of a rule or relationship in algebraic symbols /A2

long complex musical composition, usu. in three or four parts
for a large orchestra ZZMi i, 220w 4

clearly different or belonging to a different type J4FHI, A
b
the way in which sth. is made up of different parts, things, or

members ffi )7y, AL

L, AW

pleasing combination of related things FliEf, 3

very unusual or surprising £ 3#, JE LAY

electric guitar producing very low notes D13, & 2l

fair or reasonable -4/, & FHLAY; acceptable or allowed
by law &% HY

a large organization that has a particular kind of work or

purpose HLF4)

a continuous noise like the sound of a bee MM
in a state of commotion or unrest; disturbed 7% ); TRELAY)

unusual or surprising and therefore deserving attention or

praise ANE] FLA R, 51 HIP
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monumental /mpnju'mentl/ adj.

rejoice /r1'dzors/ v.

excel /ik'sel/ v.

distinguished /dis'tmgwift/ adj.
doctorate /'doktorit/ n.

physiology /fizi'vlad3z1/ n.

resume /r1'zju:m/ n.

A Way to Success

of outstanding significance % A H 211

to feel or show that you are very happy Y&, [=2%

to do sth. very well, or much better than most people L5,
CIZAN

successful, respected, and admired 7S H 1), H24 K

a university degree of the highest level fH-+-2%{/

scientific study of the normal functions of living things /4 F

2
e

a short written account of your education and your previous
jobs that you send to an employer when you are looking for a
new job & JJj

© Phrases and Expressions

turn away
the bottom line

adjunct professor

TR RN ASIMA
REER G ; KL
GlIES Ca 308 S €

end up g, A
© Proper Names

SAT 2FARRE JIIFAL L (Scholastic Assessment
Test, ik “EEE%E” D

Stanford W EAE K2 (Stanford University)

UC Berkeley SN K 22147 56 B 43 (University of
California, Berkeley)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology WA BT 22

Carnegie Institution of Washington K RS T

Johns Hopkins 2y e FE I 4 W K2% (The Johns Hopkins
University)

Ivy League A I
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© Exercises

1. Directions: Choose the best answer to each of the questions or unfinished statements
after reading the passage.
1) Why does the author feel quite a bit of pain at the end of this week?
A) Because some parents will be angry.
B) Because there is too much work to do.
C) Because he has been in the admission field for over 30 years.
D) Because he feels pity for the outstanding students who were not admitted.
2) There isn’t a formula for decision making in admission because
A) it is an art but not a science B) it is a science but not an art
C) it is both an art and a science D) it is neither an art nor a science
3) Each class is similar to a symphony in that
A) it needs only one bass player
B) it only recruits qualified candidates
C) it needs to achieve harmony as a symphony does
D) it has the same number of members as a symphony orchestra
4) According to the passage, more importance should be attached to
A) which college young adults are admitted to
B) how young adults move on from high school to college
C) the reason why young adults are not admitted by Stanford
D) the fact that students denied admission to some schools are admitted to others
5) By saying “Education is what a student makes of it” the author means that
A) students don’t need higher education
B) it is not worth going to an Ivy League college
C) schools with more resources offer students more opportunities

D) individual efforts are as important as being admitted by a good university

2. Directions: Fill in the blanks using some of the words or phrases given below. Change
the form where necessary.

anticipation admission exceptional deny applicant
category formula symphony distinct composition
harmony legitimate turbulent transition peer
1) After he was officially pronounced the world’s oldest man, he offered this simple for
a long and happy life.
2) They were vegetarians and lived in with nature and other creatures.
3) to the museum is always free, but tickets are required for entry and can be booked
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online in advance.
4) The decisions people make tend to fall into two primary : important and unimportant.
5) Engineering and technology are disciplines (2#F}) from one another and from science.
6) It was unacceptable that all the foreigners got to visit the park, but locals were
admission.

7) The Girls Education Program focuses on the years when girls enter and leave

secondary education.

8) According to his father’s will, he is the heir (447 A\) to the property.
9) People bought in stocks of tinned goods in of the possible food shortage.
10) George Washington University will no longer require freshman _ to provide

standardized test scores.

. Directions: Translate the following sentences.
1) Clearly, I believe that a Stanford education is wonderful, but my experience suggests it’s often

parents who are more upset about our admission decisions than the kids.

2) I wish there were a formula to explain who is accepted and who isn’t, but the decision-making is as

much art as it is science.

3) The transition from high school to college is a monumental turning point, and it’s more important to

focus on how a young adult is moving on to a new stage than where that stage happens to be.

4) FEAARRIZF AT S IO IHER) SRR - (deny)

5) H A LB A AR Z [ — S E BB . (adolescence, transitional)

6) IREJEE XML, B —KE M fi. (end up)
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m Part Three Listening Comprehension

Listening Strategy

Recognizing Strong and Weak Forms

A weak form is the pronunciation of a word or syllable in an unstressed manner. The use of weak
forms is a common and essential feature of spoken English. Articles, pronouns, prepositions, adverbs,
conjunctions and auxiliary verbs in English are usually not stressed in speech except for emphasis.

e.g.: I often 'take a nap in the 'afternoon and then 'take a walk in a 'nearby park.

(The words in italics are unstressed, i.e. weak forms; the words in boldface are stressed.)

In some cases, the use of the weak or strong forms can change the meaning of the sentence. For
example, in the sentence “John thinks that rose is beautiful”, whether “that” is stressed or unstressed
gives the sentence a different meaning:

1) John thinks that rose is beautiful.

This version of the sentence, with the weak form of that /0at/, means “John thinks all roses are
beautiful.”

2) John thinks 'that rose is beautiful.

This version of the sentence, with the strong form of that /0t/, means “John thinks a specific rose

is beautiful.”

Task | Listening Practice

1. Directions: Listen to the following sentences, and pay attention to the pronunciation of
the underlined words. Choose the answer with the underlined word(s) STRESSED and
think about the reason for the stress.

1) A) You should have used the conjunction “and” between the last two nouns.
B) Sit down and tell me about it.
2) A) She stood up and walked to the window.
B) Who were you speaking to?
3) A) I found what I was looking for.
B) If you’re looking for a bargain, try the local market.
4) A) I go to and from the station every day.
B) This is the kind of problem that we all have from time to time.
5) A) There are some people waiting outside to see you.

B) Some people always get on my nerves.
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2. Directions: Listen to the following sentences twice and underline the unstressed words
you hear. Then read the sentences aloud, paying special attention to the weak forms.
1) A boatman wanted to cross a river.
2) He had to take with him a goat, a wolf and a basket of cabbage.
3) His boat was so small that he could take only one of them at a time.
4) “If I leave the wolf and the goat together, the wolf may eat the goat,” he said to himself.
5) What did the boatman do to solve the problem?

Task Il Topic-related Listening

1. Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the questions.

Werel Tips
make an offer 4T, RN option n. TEI, HEHE
binary adj. RER), I present v. 2, £
rules of thumbs 48561 | split-second adj. —ANARHY, R

1) When do the choices get harder?

2) How many options can our brains react to quickly?

3) What will most people do when they are presented with several really good options?

4) What can help us make those split-second decisions?

2. Directions: Listen to the passage three times and fill in the blanks with the missing

words.
Were Tips

distinct adj. WR.H9, IHHEM factor n. [NI&

conscious adj. A EIRN unconscious adj. JCEIRIN

go with one’s gut /K H 5175 claim v. F#%, W5

Research shows that people who make decisions quickly, even when 1) information,

tend to be more satisfied with their decisions than people who research and carefully 2) their
options. Some of this difference is simply in the lower level of 3) the decision created, but

much of it comes from the very way our brains work.
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The conscious mind can only hold between five and nine 4) thoughts at any given time.
That means that any complex problem with more than (on average) seven 5) is going to
overflow the conscious mind’s ability to 6) effectively — leading to poor choices.

Our unconscious mind, however, is much better at juggling and working through complex problems.
People who “go with their gut” are actually 7) the work their unconscious mind has already

done, rather than second-guessing it and 8) their conscious mind’s much more

limited ability to deal with complex situations.
Whatever process you use to arrive at your decision, your satisfaction with your decision will
depend largely on whether you 9) ownership of your choices. If you feel pressured into a

choice or not in control of the conditions, you’ll find even 10) colored negatively.

§ Part Four Oral Practice

Language Focus: Choice

© Useful Vocabulary

paradox n. HAHF G comparison n. HE
preference n. W% alternative n. HU5&

option n. BEPE, PEPEAL dilemma n. [F53
consequence n. Jiie compromise v. #H, Z
assess v. Pl (HD) ponder v. HEE

pick v Bkt claim v. R

voluntary adj. HIER multiple-choice adj. ZiEFER)
reluctant adj. fHRAY unwilling adj. ANIEER
optional adj. ] LIZEEER) decisive adj. HWrHy
sensible adj. AR Y deliberate adj. REZJE)
prudent adj. FEMERY win-win adj. XU
perpetual adj. KT desirable adj. AR
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© Useful Expressions

of one’s own choice [ C\ FJIEFF

a happy medium FrHh 7%

out of/from one’s choice T H /&, EEH
be spoilt for choice FEIEHR

cut both ways  £5 Fl| 4 #§ g »
preserve one’s integrity "Ry H LAY JE N

Hobson’s choice  BHEFE ) AxHE

© Useful Sentences

e Life gives us choices. You either grab on with both hands and just go for it, or you sit on
the sidelines.
e [t is our choices that show us what we truly are, far more than our abilities. - P
e Destiny is no matter of chance. It is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for; it
is a thing to be achieved. o o
e Everything can be taken from a person but one thing: the last of human freedoms — to
choose one’s attitudes in any given set of circumstances, to choose one’s own way.
e Choice, not chance, determines human destiny.
e Life is the sum of all your choices.
e Everything that is happening at this moment is a result of the choices you’ve made in the
past.
e [, not events, have the power to make me happy or unhappy today. I can choose which it
shall be. Yesterday is dead, tomorrow hasn’t arrived yet. I have just one day, today, and I'm & o
going to be happy in it.
e One of the huge mistakes people make is that they try to force an interest on themselves. () (@)

You don’t choose your passions; your passions choose you.
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© Exercises

Activity One: Poem Appreciation
Directions: Read the poem The Road Not Taken and discuss your understanding of it.

The Road Not Taken
Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both
And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could

To where it bent in the undergrowth.

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same.

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden back.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.

| shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and | —
| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
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Activity Two: Discussion
Directions: Read the following table and think about your dream job. Break into
groups and discuss the questions with your group members.

Questions Your Answers

What am I really passionate about and why?

What does my dream job look like?

How does this job fit into my dream life?

Activity Three: Self-reflection
Directions: Reflect on your past experience and describe an important choice you had
to make in your life. You may use the following questions as clues.

1) What was the choice about?

2) What were the pros and cons of the choice?
3) Did you consult anyone to make the choice? If you did, what did he or she say? If not, why?

4) What did you finally choose to do?
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